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In these days that we live, and over the past 90 years or so, the vast majority of Americans, especially 
many that sit in churches of all sorts of denominations and beliefs around America hold tenaciously to 
the notion that paying 'income taxes' a.k.a. (federal, state, social security and medicare taxes) for the 
most part, are mandatory and biblical. In fact these types of taxes are paid voluntarily because in reality 
it has to be by consent (to be explained later). It is oxymoronically called voluntary compliance. Have 
a look for yourself on the United States Department of the Treasury website (as of this writing the US 
Treasury might have removed this or has made it difficult to find on their website). 
 
Certain passages in the bible and their popular interpretations especially from the pulpits make 
Christians think that they are doing their Christian duty in paying their so-called 'fair share' in support 
of the government and obeying the Almighty. When in fact income taxes are not used for 
government function. Income taxes go to pay the interest on the national debt (Grace Commission 
Report). 
 
I in particular disagree with the popular notion that there is a mandatory requirement to pay 'income' 
taxes. Nor do I believe there is even a 'fair share' regardless, because the Bible refers to the paying of 
some kinds of taxes. Interpreting the most well known scriptures as a command from the Almighty to 
pay these particular taxes in this country we live, under the system of law that we live with a closed 
mind is dangerous to say the least (Proverbs 18:13). And to deem it unimportant is irresponsible and 
unbiblical. 
 

Caveat: This issue is vast and requires much seeking the Lord, research and study. This is 
an issue that should not be taken lightly especially to those that are disciples of the living 
Messiah. It is not my intention to give an exhaustive treatise on the issue of tax law (there 
is plenty of info out there). The primary purpose is to give my understanding and 
application of those particular scripture passages often relied on by many believers, that 
think that there is a mandatory requirement and justify themselves with these particular 
scriptures for paying 'income' taxes in the United States and submitting to the revenue 
agencies with no questions asked (Proverbs 18:17). And those who think otherwise are 
wrong and disobedient to the LORD. 

 
Some might think that I am against paying all kinds of taxes, which is not true. Just ones 
that I am not biblically nor legally liable for. Which are specifically 'income' taxes. 
 
The popular scripture passages often relied upon concerning the paying of 'United States income 
taxes' that will be addressed in this treatise are: 
Matthew 17:24-27, 22:15-22 ; Mark 12:13-17 ; Luke 22:20-26 ; Romans 13-1-8 ; 1 Peter 2:13-17. 
 
Before I researched this issue, I held to the popular interpretation of thinking that being a 'responsible' 
Christian was to pay my fair share of 'income' taxes. After extensive research on this issue, I came 
away with the firm belief that under very specific circumstances, these specific 'taxes' can be 
mandatory.  
 
It is without question a vital issue that we face everyday and should not be discarded. Whether one 
believes it or not it affects our lives and the church greatly. To deny that is pure foolishness. Besides, 
we neglect something very important - to be salt and light in this society.  
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There is a saying by Edmund Burke:  
 
“The only thing evil needs to triumph are for good men to do nothing.” Well, on a side 
note the LORD's word says no one is good. So, I would rephrase it to say, “The only thing 
evil needs to triumph is for Godly men to remain in ignorance, apathy and indolence and 
do nothing!” 

 
United States income taxes are a burden, a tribute of sorts. It gives carte blanche for flagrant 
government spending. It shackles the people from keeping our public servants in check. Strips us of 
our God given, unalienable rights. A major cause of inflation. It suppresses liberty, enslaves men and 
encourages all sorts of vice. It has been a blight on America for the past 90+ years. 
 
The government in reality doesn't need the money we earn to function. If the Constitution was 
followed by fearless and educated people, the ‘government’ would be held accountable and have what 
they need and nothing more. 
 
The first scripture that I will explain as I understand it is Matthew 17:24-27 
 

24. And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute [money] 
came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? 
25. He saith, yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying, What thinkest thou, Simon, of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or 
tribute? Of their own children, or of strangers? 
26. Peter saith unto him, of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children 
free. 
27. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an 
hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his 
mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and 
thee. 

 
Because this commentary addresses the issue of taxes we will look into the word 'tribute' in v. 24. 
 
Strong's Greek Dictionary: 
G1323: didrachmon from 1364 and 1406; a double drachma (didrachm);-tribute 
 
G1364 dis from 1417; twice: - again, twice 
 
G1406 drachme from 1405; a drachma or (silver) coin (as handled):- piece (of silver) 
 
The NKJV, Amplified Bible, NLT, ESV, RSV, ASV, and NIV for the most part translates the word 
G1323: didrachmon as a temple tax or half shekel tax, based on Exodus 30:13-16. 
 
The KJV, NASB, YNG, WEB, DBY translates the word G1323: didrachmon as tribute, which is more 
accurate. Here is why... 
 

11. And the LORD spake to Moses saying. 
12. When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then 
shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou 
numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when [thou] numberest 
them. 
13. This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, 
half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel [is] twenty gerahs:) an 
half shekel [shall be] the offering of the LORD. 
14. Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old 
and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. 
15. The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a 
shekel, when [they] give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for 
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your souls. 
16. And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt 
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a 
memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for 
your souls. 
Exodus 30:11-16 

 
If it was truly a temple or half shekel tax it would be offered to the Lord for an atonement and 
memorial. It would not be received from 'they that received tribute money' v. 24 (KJV). Indicating 
they were coming to collect something. It was the responsibility of the Jew to offer it. 
 
It's worthy to note for example that in the NKJV the word 'tribute' is omitted and the word 'temple' is 
inserted as italics. Indicating that it was not originally in the texts used for translation. It is an addition 
by the translators. The word 'tribute' in the KJV is not in italics. Apparently this word was part of the 
texts that the KJV translators used and not added. And the Strong's Concordance gives attestation to 
this as well. 
 
We are not told that those requesting from Jesus (actually they confronted Peter not Jesus directly) 
were in fact temple officials or priests. It just says 'they that received tribute'. Again there is nothing 
stipulated in the Torah pertaining to collecting this specific tax or a commandment to set up an office 
to collect this specific tax. Which in fact was not a tax at all but an offering based on a certain type of 
census Exodus 30:13-16. 
 
According to the Greek Dictionary in the Strong's Concordance, the word translated as 'tribute', 
drachma or two drachma indicates it was in fact a Roman unit of currency, not Jewish. There is 
nothing as far as I know in the Torah that the Jews had a didrachmon as a unit of currency. Nor does 
the Greek dictionary state that this word refers to a temple or half shekel tax. And to my understanding 
the Jews wouldn't accept gentile currency for things pertaining to the Temple. 
 
In v.25  

25. ... And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying, What thinkest thou, Simon, of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or 
tribute? Of their own children, or of strangers? 

 
In this verse, Jesus used a different word for ‘tribute’-  
 
Strong’s Greek Dictionary G2778: kensos, prop. an enrollment (census) i.e. (by impl) a tax-tribute.  
 
Apparently this tribute had something to do with a census. Though Exodus 30 states a census or 
numbering, it has to be reiterated that the stipulation concerning the numbering was for a ransom for 
their souls, an offering for atonement and specifically for that generation. It also could have been that 
Rome had an annual census tax (?). 
 
It’s interesting that; 'they' didn't confront Jesus directly but Peter. Peter did not possess any authority 
to make that decision for the Lord without going to Jesus first and asking him about it. But Jesus 
being the gracious God that he is, asked Peter: 

 
Jesus prevented him, saying, what thinkest thou, Simon? Of whom do the kings of the 
Earth take custom or tribute? Of their own children, or of strangers? 
Peter saith unto him, of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, then are the children free. 
 

If this was a temple tax, why would Jesus reference 'the kings of the earth' taking a custom or tribute 
from children or strangers? The temple tax or half shekel tax inaccurately translated was not to be 
taken but offered. And it was not to be offered to any earthly king (Jewish or Gentile), which Israel did 
not have at this time.  
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According to these specific versions (NKJV, Amplified Bible, NLT, ESV, RSV, ASV, and NIV) if the 
kind of tax Jesus paid was a temple tax, he paid a ransom for his soul, an offering for atonement. 
Seems kind of strange that the Son of God would have to do that for himself. Did the Son of God 
have to make a ransom for his soul, an offering for atonement? It could have been that Jesus paid a 
Roman tributary census tax (?). 
 
We have to keep in mind that Israel at this time were strangers in the spiritual sense to Rome but under 
Roman rule. Any serious student of the scriptures would understand that historically 
when a nation conquered another nation, that conquering nation would put the defeated (vassal) nation 
under tribute. Thus putting a financial burden on the vassal nation, crippling it from rebelling and 
maintaining control over them. We should know from history that YHVH's word records Israel 
constantly being subjected to their enemies because of unbelief. He would use nations to oppress and 
discipline Israel to wake them up out of their spiritual slumber. Tribute was one of those methods. 
 

Tribute: An annual or stated sum of money or other valuable thing, paid by one prince or 
nation to another, either as an acknowledgment of submission, or as the price of peace 
and protection, or by virtue of some treaty. The Romans made all their conquered 
countries pay tribute , as do the Turks this day; and in some countries the tribute is paid 
in children. [Webster's 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language] 

 
In reality if they believed in YHVH, they wouldn't have to pay the tribute. They could have enjoyed the 
freedom that God always desired for them (Duet 28:1-13). They would not have been under foreign 
rule and oppression. 
 
Some may ask, “then why would Jesus pay this tribute”? Because, Jesus could not and did not want 
to be diverted from the more important issue at stake, the salvation of man. His mission was neither 
political nor economical. Therefore he paid it (probably voluntary). And miraculously from a fish!  
 
Maybe we should all go fishing and pray that we would catch enough fish to pay ‘the income tax’. 
 
Ask yourself; are we in America under 'tribute'? If you say NO! It certainly ends up being a huge 
stretch to use this scripture then as justification that there is a mandatory requirement to pay 'income' 
taxes in the United States of America when this scripture points to some kind of census tribute.  
 
Do you think that it should be important to have knowledge of the specific laws in the land we live, if 
we are indeed subject to them?  
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Another important word is 'custom'. 
 
Strong's Greek Dictionary: 
G5056 telos an impost or levy (as paid). 
 
Webster's 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language: 
Levy: 2. to raise; to collect by assessment; as to levy taxes, toll, tribute, or contributions. 
Impost: 1. Any tax, or tribute imposed by authority; particularly, a duty or tax laid by 
government on goods imported, and paid or secured by the importer at the time of importation. 
Imposts are also called customs. 
 
A custom, impost or levy in American tax law is an indirect tax, a tax on goods imported which is in 
the Constitution (Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1). Again, to get into the specifics of American tax law is 
not the purpose of this paper. I have not delved into the particulars of Roman tax law, but I do know 
that a custom, impost or levy was a tax on goods. Webster defines these words also as tribute. This is 
another indication to me, that the particular tax was not a 'temple tax'.  
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But, I have to keep reiterating that to rely on this scripture as justification to pay ‘income taxes’ or 
think they are mandatory is erroneous. And if someone thinks differently they are disobeying 
‘government’ thus disobeying God. Especially saying so without a working knowledge of the ‘law’ 
and it’s lawful applicability. 
 
The NKJV Nelson Study Bible 1997 edition has interesting comments on this scripture passage: 
 

17:24 The temple tax was a tax given annually [nowhere does it say in the Torah that it was 
annually] by every adult Jewish male over 20 years of age for maintaining the temple. This tax 
was based on Ex 30:13, and amounted to two days wages for a common laborer. Evidently Jesus 
had not yet paid the tax and the temple tax collector (?) was following up on it. [Was there such 
an office given in the Torah for Israel?] 
17:25 Peter, desiring to maintain the best reputation and also assuming the best of his Master, 
replied to the tax collector (v. 24) that Jesus had paid the temple tax. Anticipated implies that 
Peter was about to speak, evidently about the matter of Christ paying the temple tax, when Jesus 
spoke first. 
Their sons may refer to citizens of a country as opposed to conquered peoples or strangers. 
However, citizens often pay customs or taxes. More likely the contrast is between the imperial 
family and the common people. 
17:26 In this verse, Jesus demonstrates that, as God's Son, He was free from the obligation to 
pay the temple tax. In fact the temple belonged to Him (see Mal. 3:1). The fact that he used the 
plural sons implies Peter and the other disciples were also free from that obligation. 

 
So one can see that the commentary of these verses (in which I don't entirely agree with) are based on 
an inaccurate translation of G1323:didrachmon and italic insertion of 'temple' by the NKJV 
translators (as stated above). Even the commentator(s) think Jesus and the disciples were not liable 
(free from the obligation 17:26).                         
 

____________________________ § _____________________________ 
 
 
On to the next scriptures [Matt 22:15-22 ; Mark 12:13-17 ; Luke 22:20-26] 
 
15. Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 
16. And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we 
know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any 
man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 
17. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 
18. But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
19. Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 
20. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 
21. They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 
22. When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 
Matt 22:15-22 
________________________________________________________ 
 
13. And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in 
his words. 
14. And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know that thou art true, and 
carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God 
in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? 
15. Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, 
Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I may see it. 
16. And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 
And they said unto him, Caesar's. 
17. And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, 
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and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him. 
Mark 12:13-17 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
20. And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, 
that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and 
authority of the governor. 
21. And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither 
acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly: 
22. Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? 
23. But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me? 
24. Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? They answered and said, 
Caesar's. 
25. And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and 
unto God the things which be God's. 
26. And they could not take hold of his words before the people: and they marveled at his 
answer, and held their peace. 
Luke 20:20-26 
 
Again in the (KJV et al) the word 'tribute' is used. While other bible versions use the word 'taxes', 
which can be misleading. 
 
In Matthew and Mark the Greek word used is: 
 
G2778 kensos; of Lat or. ; prop. An enrollment ('census'), i.e. (by impl.) a tax;- tribute 
In Luke the Greek word used is: 
 
G5411 phoros from 5342; a load (as borne), i.e. (fig) a tax (prop. An indiv. assessment on 
persons or property; whereas 5056 is usually a gen. toll on goods or travel):- tribute 
 
If we interpret these words as an enrollment tax or a load (as borne), an assessment on persons or 
property. It can still refer to ‘tribute’, which again, could refer to a Roman annual census tax (?). 
 
We need to keep in mind the Jewish religious leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus. The question was 
deceptive to lure Jesus into giving a wrong answer so that they would have justification for getting rid 
of him. Thus the question - Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar or not? If Jesus said it is lawful to 
pay Caesar he was a traitor to Israel. If Jesus said it is not lawful to pay tribute, he would show that he 
was in opposition to Rome. And by this, the religious leaders would have grounds for getting him in 
trouble with Rome thus hoping to get rid of him (Luke 20:20). 
 
We know that it was a deceptive inquiry because the scriptures say : 
 
Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. But 
Jesus perceived their wickedness (Matt). 
 
And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in his 
words. But he knowing their hypocrisy. (Mark). 
 
And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, that 
they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and 
authority of the governor . But he perceived their craftiness (Luke). 
 
They were not asking out of a genuine desire to know the truth. Notice that they asked about 
paying 'tribute'. It is an indisputable fact that the Jews were under Roman rule which imposed the 
tribute on them. Because Jesus had a reputation of one that speaks with authority among many 
other things and because one life at a time, the Jewish religious leaders were losing their control 
over the people. They wanted to get rid of Jesus and maintain their control and extortion over the 
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people for they were envious of Jesus (Matt 27:18; Mk 15:10). 
 
Jesus' reply was of course, divine, in which is the misinterpretation and application of thinking that  
someone has a mandatory requirement to pay 'income' taxes. 
 
The statement: 

Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; 
and unto God the things that are God's. (Matt) 
 
And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him. (Mark) 
 
And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto 
God the things which be God's. (Luke) 

 
In reality nothing belonged to Caesar. Everything belongs to God. So why did the Jews have to render 
unto Caesar his things (tribute)? Because it was due to him. Why? Because the Jews were under 
Roman rule, because of unbelief in their own God. Plain and simple. They had to fulfill their tributary 
responsibility as well as their divine responsibility to God (and unto God the things which be God's). 
 
It is interesting that Jesus was confronted on this issue and specifically with deception and hypocrisy 
by the Pharisees. Jesus did not bring the issue up. And He didn’t even address or give a 
commandment to His disciples to pay a ‘tribute’.  
 
Is America under tribute today by a conquering nation? Are we a vassal nation? 
You would probably say “of course not!” But... by paying income taxes voluntarily without any 
knowledge of the tax laws and certain aspects of American history (the Declaration of Independence, 
the National and State Constitutions, Supreme Court cases, etc. regarding these issues is like you are a 
slave for whatever tax bracket you are in. And by ignorance you are paying a kind of 'tribute'. Don't 
believe it? Read later the brief on Social Security. 

 
___________________________________ § ___________________________________ 

 
Now let's move on to another passage of scripture that is in part erroneously taught, interpreted 
and applied - Romans 13:1-8 
 
*Note: What I explain in the following is not a complete commentary of what I understand it to mean. Just to the 
extent as it applies to the specific topic of ‘income taxes’. 
 

1. Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
2. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
3. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
4. For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
5. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
6. For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending 
continually upon this very thing. 
7. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 
8. Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law. 
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In v. 1-3 Paul mentions the word 'power' and 'powers'. 
 
The Greek word for 'power' and 'powers' is G1849 exousia: from 1832 (in the sense of ability); 
privilege, i.e. (subj.) force, capacity, competency, freedom, or (obj.) mastery (concr. magistrate, 
superhuman, potentate, token of control), delegated influence: - authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, 
right, strength. 
 
I think it's correct to state, that 'power' would equal authority, jurisdiction or rule. So, in this 
context, it could be interpreted that the power or authority was Rome (but, in reality it is not 
specifically stated in Scripture). 
 
When it comes to authority, jurisdiction or rule, sovereignty is the foundation. This raises some 
questions. The issue then becomes, what is sovereignty? Who or what is sovereign? To what extent 
does sovereignty apply? This is very important because when it comes to sovereignty the issue of law 
comes in. The existence of law creates subjection. Subjection should keep order. Thus supposedly 
giving every human being within the jurisdiction of an authority a sense of well being and security in 
their persons and things. 
 
In Romans 13:1-6 and the preceding scriptures, if Rome was the sovereign, it was limited. They had a 
limited jurisdiction. Pilate being a Roman governor knew about limited authority or Jurisdiction 
 

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 
And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 
Luke 23:6,7 
 

We need to keep in mind the issue here. Who or what is sovereign and has the authority to tax? What 
is the specific tax imposed? What are the laws concerning a specific tax? 
 
Rome had no authority, jurisdiction or rule outside of their borders, not only geographically but in a 
legal sense as well (more on this later). So for example if Persia was outside the authority, jurisdiction 
or rule of Rome, Rome's law would have no affect. Persia would not be subject. 
 
The LORD sets up all righteous governments. If that nation relies on Him, blessing. If that nation 
does not, they are dismantled. (Dan 4:17, 25, 32; Psalm 75:6,7; Jer 27:5)  
 
They can only exist by his sovereign decree. Because of this, it can be safely concluded that the LORD 
has set up America. If we take an honest look at American history and jurisprudence, it is clear, 
without a shadow of a doubt, the foundation is a rich Godly, biblical heritage. The LORD has given us 
something unique.  
 
The higher powers stated in Rom 13:1 by popular interpretation could be the Roman government. It is 
not stated plainly. And it doesn’t really matter who Paul meant. In regards to ‘governmental authority’ 
in our day the fact is and remains the higher powers that have been ordained by God and according to 
American jurisprudence are the people. 
 
The opening paragraph in the Declaration of Independence states: 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.. . 
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But we need to take a more in depth look at the topic of sovereignty what it is and how it is applied. 
Here is an interesting excerpt from Theodore Roosevelt on Sovereignty: 
 
President Theodore Roosevelt; Opening of the Jamestown Exposition; Norfolk, VA, April 
26, 1907 
 

 “We of this mighty western Republic have to grapple with the dangers that spring from 
popular self-government tried on a scale incomparably vaster than ever before in the 
history of mankind, and from an abounding material prosperity greater also than 
anything which the world has hitherto seen. 
 
As regards the first set of dangers, it behooves us to remember that men can never 
escape being governed. Either they must govern themselves or they must submit to being 
governed by others. If from lawlessness or fickleness, from folly or self-indulgence, they 
refuse to govern themselves then most assuredly in the end they will have to be governed 
from the outside. They can prevent the need of government from without only by showing 
they possess the power of government from within.  
 
A sovereign cannot make excuses for his failures; a sovereign must accept the responsibility 
for the exercise of power that inheres in him; and where, as is true in our Republic, the 
people are sovereign, then the people must show a sober understanding and a sane and 
steadfast purpose if they are to preserve that orderly liberty upon which as a foundation every 
republic must rest .” 

 
President Roosevelt knew and understood sovereignty. That is what this nation is founded upon. 
Which is a biblical foundation. 
 
Here are some Supreme Court cases in which these justices understood law and had integrity in 
stating the truth: 
 
"...at the Revolution, the sovereignty devolved on the people; and they are truly the sovereigns of the 
country, but they are sovereigns without subjects...with none to govern but themselves; the citizens of 
America are equal as fellow citizens, and as joint tenants in the sovereignty." 
[Chisholm v. Georgia, 2 Dall (U.S.) 419, 454, 1 L.Ed. 440, 455 @DALL 1793, pp.471-472] 
 
“Sovereignty itself is, of course, not subject to law, for it is the author and source of law…While 
sovereign powers are delegated to…the government, sovereignty itself remains with the people.” 
[Yick Wo v. Hopkins, 118 U.S. 356 (1886)] 
 
“Men are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights,-'life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness;' and to 'secure,' not grant or create, these rights, governments are instituted. That 
property [or earnings] which a man has honestly acquired he retains full control of. . .” 
[Budd v. People of State of New York, 143 U.S. 517 (1892)] 
 
"The makers of our Constitution undertook to secure conditions favorable to the pursuit of 
happiness. They recognized the significance of man's spiritual nature, of his feelings and of his 
intellect. They knew that only a part of the pain, pleasure and satisfactions of life are to be found in 
material things. They sought to protect Americans in their beliefs, their thoughts, their emotions and 
their sensations. They conferred, as against the Government, the right to be let alone - the most 
comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men." 
[Olmstead v. United States, 277 U.S. 438, 478 (1928) (Brandeis, J., dissenting); see also 
Washington v. Harper, 494 U.S. 210 (1990)] 
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“…a government which is founded by the people, who possess exclusively the sovereignty…” “In 
this great nation there is but one order, that of the people, whose power, by a peculiarly happy  
 
improvement of the representative principle, is transferred from them, without impairing in the 
slightest degree their sovereignty, to bodies of their own creation, and to persons elected by 
themselves, in the full extent necessary for all the purposes of free, enlightened and efficient 
government. The whole system is elective, the complete sovereignty being in the people, and every 
officer in every department deriving his authority from and being responsible to them for his 
conduct.” 
[James Monroe, Second Inaugural Speech March 5, 1821] 
 
Strictly speaking, in our republican form of government, the absolute sovereignty of the nation is in 
the people of the nation; and the residuary sovereignty of each state, not granted to any of its 
public functionaries, is in the people of the state. 
[Bouviers. Law Dictictionary (1870)] 
 
"The Government of the United States is one of delegated powers alone. Its authority is defined and 
limited by the Constitution. All powers not granted to it by that instrument are reserved to the States 
or the people." 
[United States v. Cruikshank, 92 U.S. 542 (1875)] 
 
"There is no such thing as a power of inherent sovereignty in the government of the United States.... 
In this country sovereignty resides in the people, and Congress can exercise no power which they 
have not, by their Constitution entrusted to it: All else is withheld." 
[Julliard v. Greenman: 110 U.S. 421, (1884)] 
 
"In United States, sovereignty resides in people... the Congress cannot invoke the sovereign power of 
the People to override their will as thus declared." 
[Perry v. U.S., 294 U.S. 330 (1935)] 
 
"The ultimate authority ... resides in the people alone." 
[James Madison, The Federalist, No. 46.] 
 
Sovereignty. Supreme power; supremacy; the possession of the highest power, or of uncontrollable 
power. 
[American Dictionary of the English Language, Noah Webster 1828, Vol. II, 76] 
 
So where does sovereignty come from? 
 
In Genesis 3:26,28 after Elohim created all things he gave man dominion over the earth. In the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ 1:6 he has made us kings and priests. One who is a king and has dominion 
is Sovereign. Romans 13:1 the powers that be are ordained of God. The LORD has given each man 
sovereignty. 
 
How is sovereignty applied? 
 
I think it was succinctly stated above by Roosevelt and the Supreme Court case (Chisholm v. Georgia) 
on the application of sovereignty (ibid). I would go a step further. It requires faith in the Ultimate 
Sovereign and taking responsibility for one's own self and actions. Depending on no one except the 
LORD. A sovereign with no subjects to be ruled by the Almighty not by other men (Judges 8:22,23). If 
one is ruled by the Almighty he lives by the rule of love. He exercises sovereignty correctly. Thus 
fulfilling the greatest commandment. He has fulfilled the law, (Jesus' law)! Regardless of whatever sin 
saturated laws man can concoct from the putrid cauldron of politics, under a feigned face of so called 
righteous government. 
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Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
Matthew 5:43-45 
 
 
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
Matthew 22:37-38 
 
Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law. 
 
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any othercommandment, it 
is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Romans 13:8-10 

 
In Romans 13:2-5 it speaks about resisting and being subject. Keep in mind the powers that are 
ordained of God are for people that do evil. They are not ordained for those that do good. (1 Tim 
1:8-10) 
 
Scripture clearly records, that subjection has a limit. It is a stretch to interpret Romans 13:1-5 
as giving the ‘governments’, in America,  sovereignty over the people or being the 'higher power'. 
Thus we have to do whatever a group of people that call themselves 'government' say. 
 
The believers in the first century church didn't even have this mindset (Acts 5:29). If that was the case 
they would never preach the gospel. They would never gather together for worship and fellowship. 
 
The scriptures are replete with examples that believers disobeyed the so-called 'higher powers' when 
unrighteous laws from those 'higher powers' were not in accordance with the Lord’s Law. In fact they 
were persecuted, imprisoned and/or killed for doing so (Jeremiah, Daniel and his friends, John the  
Baptist,  Stephen,  Paul and others). Should we think that because they did not subject themselves and 
resisted the 'higher power' they were disobeying the Lord? Did they do evil in preaching the gospel 
and assembling together for worship and fellowship?  
 
Reason begs the question - Why would God set up a government that persecutes His people for 
obeying Him? (Psalm 118:8,9; Hosea 8:4) 
 
The early believers were supposed to register with Rome as well to be recognized as legitimate. Well 
they didn't and it was against Roman law. Result, persecution. Like many believers today (i.e. China). 
This has brought much conflict and persecution with the so called 'higher power' (the Communist 
Government). 
 
According to typical American churchianity line of reasoning it could be said that they resisted and did 
not subject themselves, therefore they were disobedient to government and God (Rom 13:2-5). 
 
Well, then, this country we live in is in ‘rebellion’ to the King of England. He was the ’higher power’, 
right? If we once again use the typical American churchianity line of reasoning, everyone in this 
country is being disobedient to God (etc, etc, etc). For this country’s foundation is built on ‘rebellion’ 
or resistance or non-subjection to the ‘higher powers’. 
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Because of Romans 12:17-21 and 1 Peter 2:19-23; 3:16, 17; 4:12-19, I believe what is meant when the 
Word of God instructs us to submit or subject ourselves to an ‘authority’ or (the prevailing group of 
individuals with weapons that call themselves ‘government’) is not taking revenge or attacking those 
that oppose the Lord and us.  And in opposing the Lord they seek to harm us. We have to remember 
when the apostles wrote this there was severe persecution. It is human nature to attack or take revenge 
with an evil motive on people that seek to harm us in anyway. Or when in political opposition look to 
overthrow those in ‘authority’ with an evil motive. 
 
One example was Peter’s attitude and actions when Jesus was arrested? He used evil violence to try 
and protect Jesus and ended up cutting off someone’s ear. Jesus told Peter to put away the sword and 
instantly healed the man’s ear. Jesus subjected Himself to ‘authorities’ for it was the Father’s will for 
him to not fight back at this time.  
 

Dearly beloved avenge not yourselves but rather give place to wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord” Romans 12:19 
 

 
So what does all this have to do with paying 'income' taxes? God has made the people in this country 
(America) Sovereign (ordained as the higher power). So in the application of paying income taxes. If 
I'm sovereign and I choose not to voluntarily pay income taxes (if they are indeed voluntary), am I 
doing evil? Being sovereign, am I subject? What does the law say? Am I breaking the law? Am I 
resisting the 'higher power'?  
 
In answering these fundamental and foundational questions, one has to determine what the law says 
and if it's in harmony with God's word. 
 

“The government of the United States has been emphatically termed a government of 
laws, and not of men. It will certainly cease to deserve that high appellation, if the laws 
furnish no remedy for the violation of a vested legal right.” 
[Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S.137; 1 Cranch 137, 2 L.Ed. 60 (1803)] 

 
American history and law concerning the application of Sovereignty and income taxes will dictate what 
is the right thing to do. It is not based on men's opinions or what one feels about it. 
 
7. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
 
The word 'tribute' in this context is the same Greek word used in Luke 20:22. The word 'custom' is the 
same Greek word used in Matt 17:25. Paul could have been referring to a Roman tributary census 
tax(?). 
 
So in this context as well as in our day 'Render therefore to all their dues' : if you legally owe it, you 
have to pay it! 
 
Israel legally owed the tribute by being a vassal nation. So legally they had to pay the tribute. 
 
That is how the 'income' tax scheme has been operating in America for the past 90+ years. And this is 
the only biblical justification for paying United States 'income' taxes. Again, the only taxes addressed 
in this paper are federal, state, social security, medicare. 
 
It operates on consent by contract. In order to understand this, there has to be knowledge of 
applicable American history, the Declaration of Independence, the federal and state Constitutions, and 
various Supreme Court cases, Statutes and Regulations, government structure, operation and 
restrictions regarding tax law and it's legal application. 
 



 13 

The first thing one should do is learn the taxing restrictions that are stipulated in the Constitution. 
How they are applied and to see how the Congress deceives the American people, especially God's 
people. 
 
 
The Declaration of Independence states that the governments are instituted by the consent of the 
governed. Meaning that everything has to be by consent or it is unjust. Contracts by their very nature 
are documents of consent. In fact, this is how all kinds of legitimate relationships work and is based 
on. 
 
You see, it is an important well established, though, forgotten truth, that in America, we the people, not 
the ‘governments’ are Sovereign. Unless one gives up their sovereignty by contracting or consenting 
it away. Willfully or deceptively allowing ourselves to be put under government jurisdiction (signing 
government forms, i.e. Social Security forms, IRS forms, 501(c)3 tax exempt status, non profit 
organizational incorporation, state forms, licenses, etc). Working for government in any capacity. 
Investing in government in any capacity. This is how the governments get around the taxing 
restrictions in the Constitution.  
 
That's why they fabricate all sorts of forms that offer some kind of benefit that require our signature. 
So they can contract with us by our consent and gain authority over us. Without it they are powerless. 
 
If an American is in any of these situations then there is a mandatory requirement to pay 'income' 
taxes and a surrendering of sovereignty. If an American is not in any of these situations there is not a 
mandatory requirement to pay 'income' taxes and a retention of sovereignty. 

 
*Note: According to the U. S. Constitution there is a dual sovereignty. One of the people (union 
states) and one of the federal government. The federal government has jurisdiction over a 10 
square mile area known as the District of Criminals (oh, I mean Columbia) and it's territories, 
possessions and enclaves (Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17). That is it! They can exercise exclusive 
legislation in all cases whatsoever. Meaning they can institute any rule or regulation that only 
has it's lawful applicability in it's authoritative jurisdiction. Outside of that it has no legal force. 
The way they enlarge their jurisdiction (authority, rule) is to get the American people to think they 
owe a duty to them and to deceptively get you to give up your sovereignty by employing some of 
the methods stated above. 

 
By the way in Rom 13:6 - For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing. This also is erroneous to use as justification of a 
mandatory requirement to pay 'income' taxes. Because the U. S. Constitution restricts ‘government’ to 
2 very narrow rules for acquiring revenue to function. And neither ‘income taxes’ nor ‘tribute’ is one 
of them. 

 
____________________________________ § _________________________________________ 

 
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 
 
13. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, 
as supreme; 
14. Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. 
15. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men: 
16. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. 
17. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 
 
The popular interpretation again would be to submit to every 'authority'. Do whatever they say no 
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questions asked. No concern of what a law actually says and it's jurisdictional application. Again the 
same interpretation can be applied as stated above in the section dealing with Romans 13:1-8 and 
12:17-21, pgs 11 & 12.  
 
 
I will recall the statement given by Roosevelt stated above: 
 

“We of this mighty western Republic have to grapple with the dangers that spring from 
popular self-government tried on a scale incomparably vaster than ever before in the 
history of mankind, and from an abounding material prosperity greater also than 
anything which the world has hitherto seen. 

 
Today, we live in a very different societal construct and governmental system. So, to apply what Peter 
wrote is limited. Again, the 'government' back then (king as supreme, governors, them that are sent by 
him) was for the punishment of evildoers. But also for the praise of them who do well. There is still 
application for this today. But... in v.16, Peter says: As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
 
Is one using their sovereignty in America (freedom and liberty as a cloak of maliciousness) by not 
paying 'income' taxes if the law does not require it? Are we not serving God by knowing and 
practicing the truth according to God's word and the laws of the land that we live in? How does one 
discern that what they are doing is either going to be punished as an evildoer or praised for doing 
well? 
 
Common sense dictates the law of God and the law of the land to the degree it is in harmony with 
God's word. Then: For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men: v.15.  
 
If there is not an open mind to learn the specifics of certain laws on American 'income' taxes and 
history then the application of these scriptures will continually keep being misunderstood and 
misapplied. And God's people will remain deceived.  
 
Obviously, money is a very important issue. It says a lot about our relationship with the LORD and how 
affective we are as salt and light in this land and society we live. Prudence dictates that we do not get 
deceived and led astray by the idolatry of covetousness, comfort, convenience and prosperity. 
 
This issue could very well be a method of God's judgment on America. A sort of tribute, burden or 
bondage. Because the American people reject what God has ordained. That is what sin produces 
(bondage). We can clearly see the sorry state of this country today and it's getting worse. God's own 
people choose to subject themselves ignorantly to this kind of 'tribute' and burden thinking they are 
obeying God. Controlled by fear, unbelief, complacency, and apathy (all of these wicked and carnal 
attributes should not be characteristic of God's people) much change is required. And quite frankly 
most people don't like change. 
 
You might say, Whoa! I can't possibly understand all of this, let alone apply it. That's just too much. 
I'm just too busy to be concerned about it. Besides if I did try to do anything about it. I might lose 
everything I have. I might even go to jail. What would people think of me? 
 
I would have to say your faith and understanding of the LORD is lacking and small. Matt 19:26; James 
1:5-8; Prov 24:10, 28:4,5; John 8:32 etc, etc, etc... If you are about the truth and seek to want to do 
right and glorify God in all things, you do not have a choice. 
 
Another quote from a Supreme Court case 
 

“It is not the function of Government to keep the citizen from falling into error, it is the 
function of the citizen to keep the government from falling into error” 
[American Communications Association v. Douds,339 U.S. 382, 442.(1950)] 



 15 

 
Thomas Jefferson stated: 
“When the government fears the people, you have liberty. When the people fear the 
government you have tyranny.” 

 
 
How true that statement is. So, we as stewards of this great republic, a gift from the Almighty are 
charged with being guardians of the truth (Eph 5:9-17). To be salt and light (Matt 5:13-16). If we 
don't preserve these great truths by learning and applying them, what then can we do? Psalm 11:3 
What then can we expect? 
 

If the salt has lost his saltiness it's good for nothing but to be trampled under the foot 
of men.  

 
_________________________________________ § _________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ § _________________________________________ 

 
 
 

A brief on using a Social Security Number 
 

Based on extensive research, the Social Security Number is a major factor into the whole system of 
paying 'income' taxes. It locks people into paying 'tribute' in a sense; Surety is what the LORD calls it. It 
gives Congress a legal position to impose mandatory 'income taxes'. It is deception at it’s finest. 
 
This is how it works. Remember this is a brief. It goes deeper than what I am about to explain. Here 
we go.  
 
The U. S. Constitution limits the ‘governments’ to only two methods of taxing to raise revenue to 
function. 
 
1. Direct taxation: 
Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3: Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several states which may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers…” 
 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 4: No Capitation, or other direct tax, shall be laid, unless in proportion 
to the census or enumeration herein direct to be taken.” 
 
2. Indirect taxation: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare of the 
United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 
(note: taxes, duties, imposts, and excises are indirect taxes) 
 
Direct taxation has to follow the rule of apportionment. That means if the ‘government’ wants funding 
for anything they want to do (which should benefit the people), they have to go to the American people 
directly to ask if the people want it and want to pay for such. Once they get approval from everyone in 
the states, they would have to apportion that amount according to the population of each state. 
California would pay more than Rhode Island because of the population difference. They do not 
employ this method because it would be expensive and time consuming. Remember, if the 
‘government’ wants to tax us directly they have to do it by apportionment and by our consent. 
 
Indirect taxation must follow the rule of uniformity. Meaning, that the ‘government’ is authorized to 
tax for example gasoline. Let's say they impose a $.35 per gallon tax. So if gas cost $2.50 per gallon 
in Pennsylvania and in California it cost $2.75 per gallon. The tax is uniform throughout the states. 
Everyone  pays the same $.35 tax per gallon. It is indirect. If you don't want to pay the tax don't buy 
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gasoline. 
 
 
 
 
Suffice it to say the 'income' tax is in reality an indirect tax. It is also called an excise tax or privilege 
tax. Because we need to be involved contractually with the ‘government’ in a particular way to be 
required to pay the 'income' tax.  
 
Don't want to pay the 'income' tax. Don't get involved contractually with the ‘government’. There is a 
lawful and right way to go about it. And there is an illegal and wrong way to go about it. 
 
Let's continue on.  
 
The ‘government’ is very duplicitous and unscrupulous in getting around the restrictions imposed on 
them in the Constitution. The modus operandi is consent by contract. They know if they can get our 
consent by signing their forms (thinking we have an obligation or are liable to them in some way), they 
gain jurisdiction over us. We are no longer sovereigns. We essentially become their slaves and subject 
ourselves to all of their legislative statutes, etc. And can do nothing apart from their permission. The 
blessing of liberty granted graciously by God is abrogated (seems like something Esau did). 
 
There is a maxim in law that states “What one creates, one controls”. By this maxim, the 
‘government’ creates a corporation with and in our names. 
 

A corporation is a creature of the State. It is presumed to be incorporated for the benefit 
of the public. It receives certain special privileges and franchises and holds them, subject 
to the laws of the State and the limitations of its charter. Its RIGHTS to act as a 
corporation are only preserved to it while it obeys the laws of its creation. (Emphasis 
added). Bouvier's Law Dictionary, 1914 p. 684 

 
If we take a look at any commercial agreement that we are involved with (licenses, tax documents, 
social security card, etc.) our name is most likely in all capital letters. In most cases it means that the 
‘government’ has control over this corporation named with our name in all capital letters. It is a dead 
corporation until it is given legal life. This happens by filling in and signing an SS-5 application form 
to get a number from the Social Security Administration. Once this happens we become trustee for 
this corporation. We have essentially given legal life to this ‘government’ created corporation. 
Because we, the natural man or woman have become the trustee, we become liable for everything the 
corporation is liable for. There is a mandatory requirement for the corporation to pay the income tax 
because ‘government’ created this entity, it controls it, it can tax it. 
 
Because we signed a ‘government’ form consenting to become trustee and are identified by using a 
Social Security Number (the number was never intended to be used for this purpose), we shoulder all 
the fiscal responsibilities of the corporation. They created it, they control it, they control us. All by our 
consent. Shocking isn't it? Unbelievable isn't it? 
 
Another erroneous notion that pervades the American psyche is that 'income' taxes pay for 
‘government’ programs and function. In reality the 'income' tax that is paid goes directly to pay the 
interest on the national debt (check out the Grace Commission Report). 
 
Basically the ‘government’ flagrantly and irresponsibly borrows and spends Federal Reserve notes 
and flips us the bill. That folks is Surety. We are paying someone else's debt. Remember it’s all by 
consent.  
 
Several proverbs give warning of the burdensome servitude in borrowing and the dangerous folly of 
becoming surety. Surety meaning there is a pledge. We contract to make ourselves responsible for 
someone else's responsibility (debt) when they become incapacitated or derelict in fulfilling their own 
responsibility (paying off their own debt). 
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‘Government’ public servants (in reality, that's what they are, they are not leaders as is popularly and 
ignorantly believed) have in fact become derelict in the limited authority granted to them. Thus 
deceiving us to pick up their tab. 
 
 
Concerning borrowing: 
Proverbs 22:6 The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant (slave) to the lender. 
 
Concerning surety: 
Proverbs 11:15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart (suffer) for it: and he that hateth 
suretiship is sure (secure). 
 
Proverbs 17:18 A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of 
his friend. 
 
Proverbs 22:26 Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts. 
 
So one can see, just from these scriptures that being void in understanding (of what God's word says 
and what the law says) by using the SSN in regards to paying ‘income taxes’ the reality is, we have 
struck hands and became surety, we have consented by contract. Now there is a mandatory 
requirement to pay those ‘income taxes’ required by the corporation that we are trustees of. Whether 
you believe it or not, using the SSN in regards to paying ‘income taxes’ forces us to contribute to the 
moral and economic decay of this country (Proverbs 28:4). 
 
Remember we are the Sovereign. We are not obligated to be in these contractual relationships. It is still 
possible to get back the sovereignty that was tossed aside. 
 
The LORD says to do what you can to get out of the surety system (Social Security): 
 
Proverbs 6:1-5 
1. My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, 
2. Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy 
mouth. 
 
3. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy 
friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. 
4. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 
5. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the 
fowler. 
             _____________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 
14. Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?15. And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
16. And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 
17. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you. 
18. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
 
                __________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
14. If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
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and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. 
 
 
 
 
 
In light of all this, these scriptures come alive and have perfect application. I believe that the 
LORD wants us to get out of the corrupt ‘governmental’ system and rely only and totally on Him! 
Because we are his peculiar and sanctified people. We are supposed to be separate and different 
(Esther 3:8). That was the basic idea when our predecessors broke away from the tyranny and 
oppression of England. This was the primary reason for the Declaration of Independence.  
 
In reality we don't need to be subject to a ‘government’ of men if we are subject to the government of 
the LORD.  
 
I hope that this commentary has and will provoke serious thought and consideration (Proverbs 3:5-7). 
There is certainly more concerning these things. 
 
*For further reading and research, check out famguardian.org, SEDM.org, and embassyofheaven.org 
These are great places to start getting educated in the specifics of tax law and many other issues that 
have to do with government corruption, deception and intrusion. I may not necessarily agree with all 
their points. But nonetheless they have been extremely educational and helpful in gaining back the 
sovereignty and freedom that the LORD desires us to have. 
 
In honor of the Lord and the liberty he gives. 2 Corinthians 3:17 where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. 
 


